
As I write this column, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
affect the lives of  our families, our friends, and the communities 
we live in. I want to express my deepest respect and thanks to 
the front line “essential” workers who work to keep important 
services available. I thank the nurses and medical personnel 
who care for us in our times of  need, the teachers who work 
with our communities’ children, as well as law enforcement and 
firefighting personnel.

There are many more who work every day to keep important 
services available. I want also to acknowledge the essential 
women and men at El Dorado Irrigation District. I am proud 
of  the work our staff  performs to ensure safe, reliable drinking 
water and wastewater treatment is available 24 hours a day, year 
round for EID’s customers.

As I look at the rest of  2020 and into 2021 and beyond, I am 
encouraged by where we are heading in addressing EID’s aging 
infrastructure. 

Earlier this year, the EID's board of  directors made the tough 
but necessary decision to adopt a five-year rate schedule that 
includes moderate increases. 

The rate revenue will help pay for important projects that our 
customers depend on like the $42 million Folsom Lake intake 
project, which accounts for a third of  EID’s entire water 
supply. Those modest rates will also help fund needed flume 
replacements in our high-country Project 184 hydro system—a 
system that provides water from high elevations to our water 
treatment plants and is distributed to Pollock Pines, Placerville, 
Shingle Springs, Cameron Park, and El Dorado Hills. 

Those rates will help us fund the recently approved construction 
of  a three-mile stretch of  the Upper Main Ditch. This section of  
ditch, from Forebay reservoir to our Reservoir 1 water treatment 
plant in Pollock Pines has been identified as a project that will 
benefit our entire service area. Not only does it increase water 
quality as it comes into the plant, it decreases costs of  treatment, 
and has the potential to save 1,800 acre-feet of  water per year. 

This kind of  savings goes a long way toward meeting state-
imposed requirements for water conservation and water loss. 
Water that travels through this facility can serve communities all 
the way to El Dorado Hills. Reducing the levels of  E. coli and 
the input of  impurities in the raw water is good for everyone and 
is an industry best practice.

Rates help pay for the bonds that financed our recently 
completed Forebay Dam modification. Regulators required a 
dam that meets modern safety standards and between 2017 

and this year crews worked diligently to raise Forebay’s dam 10 
feet. Now we have a dam that meets safety standards and also 
increases our emergency water supply storage from less than a 
day to six days. It also allows us to increase hydroelectric power 
revenues by around $300,000 every year. And this dam will last 
generations and provide those benefits now and continuing into 
the far future.

All of  these projects have high costs. Thankfully, in concert with 
the rate adjustments, we have managed to refinance much of  our 
current portfolio of  debt. Much like refinancing a home for a 
more favorable payment, our refinancing effort resulted in a net 
present savings of  almost $17 million over the life of  the debt.

95 Years of  Service

The year 2020 also marks a 
milestone for the District. This 
is the ninety-fifth year that 
EID has been in business. On 
October 5, 1925—77 years 
after Marshall discovered 
gold—El Dorado County 
residents voted to form El 
Dorado Irrigation District. 
The reasons? To protect water 
rights, ensure a secure water 
supply, keep irrigation rates 
reasonable, and increase the 
value of  agricultural lands. 
In those days, water was also 
essential to gold mining as 
well. Water rights became 
more precious than the gold 
that was mined from the local 
mountainsides and streams. 

Many things have changed 
over the years, as our service 
area transformed from mostly 
agriculture to increasingly 
offering water, wastewater, 
and recycled water service to 
more than 125,000 residents 
in El Dorado County. As the 
years have passed, we have aimed at balancing the increasing 
needs of  our aging infrastructure with balanced, right-sized, 
fiscally conservative approaches to repairing and replacing our 
communities’ vital assets.

Our dedication to providing safe, reliable service is unwavering. 
It has been for generations, and it will continue to be for another 
95 years and beyond.

Upper Main Ditch Piping Project Approved by EID Board
Construction Activities to Start Fall 2020
On August 24, 2020, EID's Board of  Directors awarded a construction contract to Steve P. Rados, Inc. for the Upper Main Ditch 
Piping Project. The project will replace the three-mile section of  the Upper Main Ditch with a buried pipeline located primarily 
within Blair Road. The new pipeline will convey raw water from Forebay Reservoir to the Reservoir 1 water treatment plant located 
in Pollock Pines for treatment and distribution to EID customers throughout its service area. The map below shows the Upper Main 
Ditch and the new pipeline alignment.

The project has numerous benefits to EID 
customers including protecting drinking water 
quality, reducing water loss from seepage and 
evapotranspiration, improving water reliability, 
and reducing operations and maintenance 
costs. EID appreciates everyone’s patience and 
support while we complete this very important 
infrastructure improvement project. 

Construction activities are planned to begin 
in the fall of  2020 and will proceed until 
weather conditions halt work. Work planned 
for 2020 involves clearing vegetation and 
preparing areas along the alignment for 
pipeline installation. Project work on Blair 
Road is anticipated to start in the spring of  
2021 and proceed through November 2021. 
During this time, there will be temporary road 
closures along Blair Road in order to facilitate 
installation of  the pipeline. 

EID is committed to minimizing inconvenience 
to the community and has required the 
contractor to maintain access for residents and 
emergency vehicles during construction. The 
final construction activity associated with the project is the repaving of  Blair 
Road, which is expected to occur in the spring of  2022.

The original project design would have installed a new pipeline within the 
existing ditch alignment. However, early in the public outreach efforts, EID 
received comments raising concerns regarding installing a pipeline within 
the Upper Main Ditch. In an effort to address these concerns, the District 
evaluated other alternative alignments including the current Project align-
ment. Installing the pipeline primarily in Blair Road minimizes the number 
of  trees to be removed and also minimizes construction activities along the 
Upper Main Ditch.

Updates for the project will be posted on EID’s project website at www.
EID.org/MainDitchProject. To receive email updates, please sign up to 
receive notice that updates have been posted to the project website, please 
sign up for eNotifications at www.EID.org/eNews and select the Main 
Ditch Project category.

If  you have additional questions regarding the project you may email the 
project team at MainDitchProject@EID.org or call 530.642.4513 and ask 
for a project representative for the Main Ditch Project.

Jim Abercrombie
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Delivering Essential Services 
for 95 Years

Message from the 
General Manager

We have managed 
to refinance 
much of  our 
current portfolio 
of  debt. Much 
like refinancing a 
home for a more 
favorable payment, 
our refinancing 
effort resulted in a 
net present savings 
of  almost $17 
million over the life 
of  the debt.
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Above: The project alignment for the Upper Main Ditch Piping Project. 
Middle: The ditch is an earthen, unlined conveyance that requires regular 

removal of debris. Below: Piping the ditch will reduce the levels of 
impurities introduced into the water and treatment costs will be reduced.


